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Today, in 37 states, there will be demonstrations celebrating Liberty and the 

life of Robert LaVoy Finnicum who was shot to death in Harney County, 

Oregon just over a month ago. These celebrations of his life go hand in hand 

with the Liberty we cherish in this Nation. He truly believed in that Liberty 

and in this country. It appears from what I have learned about him that he 

shared my belief that WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES ARE THE 

GOVERNMENT---and the bureaucratic regulators are the servants of WE the 

People.  He was concerned gravely about the manner in which our rights and 

our very freedom are threatened with extinction under an ever growing 

bureaucracy which will regulate us into oblivion.  

Again, from all I can learn he was a God fearing, Liberty loving man, a loving 

father of 11 children and 19 grandchildren, a dedicated husband of Jeanette, 

and a sound foster father to scores of teens who joined them on the ranch. 

For sure, he did not deserve to die for whatever crime he and the others in 

the lock-out were accused of committing. He did not like force, and in 

particular he was not a gun-force man.  He would have preferred to work 

through freedom problems such as those faced by the Hammonds who are in 

prison in violation of the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

They are clearly denied their due process rights, and in effect are political 
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prisoners because of their protest of the power of the “Government”.  I say 

no, they are political prisoners of the bureaucrats who can stand no 

criticism.

Finnicum and his wife and children, but particularly his youngest daughter, 

had a vision with the ranch, a vision which his wife and daughter are going 

to continue to work toward by keeping the ranch.  He put that vision aside to 

go to Oregon for one day to show his support to those demonstrating to 

draw attention to the Hammonds unconstitutional detention.

On the day of his death he left the fish and wildlife building with most of the 

others to go to John Day for a meeting.  He and the others in the vehicles 

would have been gone from the government’s site for several hours.  The 

question I have asked from the outset is this:  If the object of the law 

enforcement officers was to remove the protesters from the building, and all 

along they said this was the object, then why put up a road block to prevent 

them from leaving.  Why not let them leave and go off to John Day, and 

then  post the road block to prevent them from getting back in.  In my 

limited state of intelligence, and my novice view of law enforcement officers, 

I cannot piece those two parts of the puzzle into the frame.  Rather, it 

seems to me that either the officers had some other objective in mind---

perhaps to show the value of staying out of bureaucrats’ way--- or they 

demonstrated complete lack of competence.



As to Finnicum, from what I have learned, he was a courageous man right to 

the end.  He had the courage of his convictions to stay and support the 

objectors, and to be outspoken in support of them---often serving as the 

representative to go on air with newscasters.  Those in the car with him 

believe he got out in order to divert the gunmen from the others, since they 

all believed they were going to be killed. 

I have heard criticisms such as "he should have minded his own business", 

he "shouldn't have gotten involved with trouble makers", "he should have 

stayed home and cared for his family." Maybe. But, his wife says he prayed 

on it, went up to show his support and planned to stay just a day. She says 

he called her and told her that the Lord had told him this was "right" and he 

had to stay to show his support. If that was wrong, if it was none of his 

business and he shouldn't have gotten involved, he was wrong in good 

company beginning with the rebels in America in 1776. Had Samuel Adams 

and others pushing for independence "minded his own business" we might 

still be colonies of Great Britain.

Would I have taken part in the lock-out of the building? No, not unless one 

of my family were in the building and I went in to try to talk him or her out. 

No, such demonstration is not my cup of tea.. But no one should judge this 

man on the basis of such comparisons. He did what he thought right, and 

that to which he thought his Lord led him.    After talking with his wife, it is 



clear that she does not judge him harshly for doing what he thought was 

right, even though it cost him his life and her the loss of her life partner.

Today, at the State capital in Salt Lake City at 1:00 p.m. musicians, 

speakers, ministers of the Faith, and probably even some politicians, will 

honor Finnicum and the Liberty for which he did indeed give his life.

The same type of celebration will be held in 36 other states.  I hope that at 

one of the celebrations the Smart family will sing, and will sing the last verse 

of the Star Spangled Banner.  I am told that on the night before he died, 

Finnicum requested that verse from the singing group that was present at 

the Oregon site.  Do you remember the words?  To me the most inspiring of 

all the verses----brings tears to my eyes just reciting the words:

               Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 

               Between their loved homes and the war's desolation! 

               Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land 

               Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 

               Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

               And this be our motto: "In God is our trust." 

               And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

               O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Maybe it will be sung in Salt Lake City today where his wife and family will 

gather with others to celebrate his life and the Liberty for which he gave it.




